Back Water Blues

Chanson de Bessie Smith

When it rains five days and the skies turn dark as night
When it rains five days and the skies turn dark as night
Then trouble's takin' place in the lowlands at night

I woke up this mornin', can't even get out of my door

I woke up this mornin', can't even get out of my door

There's been enough trouble to make a poor girl wonder where she
want to go

Then they rowed a little boat about five miles 'cross the pond
Then they rowed a little boat about five miles 'cross the pond
I packed all my clothes, throwed them in and they rowed me along

When it thunders and lightnin' and when the wind begins to blow
When it thunders and lightnin' and the wind begins to blow
There's thousands of people ain't got no place to go

Then I went and stood upon some high old lonesome hill
Then I went and stood upon some high old lonesome hill
Then looked down on the house were I used to live

Backwater blues done call me to pack my things and go
Backwater blues done call me to pack my things and go
'Cause my house fell down and I can't live there no more

Mmm, I can't move no more
Mmm, I can't move no more
There ain't no place for a poor old girl to go



Backwater Blues

Bessie Smith, Bessie Smith

[
b1 T e T3 ]
1. When it rains Five diays :ll'l-fj ..1Iu:
2.1 wike up this marn = in’ can't
3 Then they rowed o lit = tle boat a - bout_
4. When it thun - ders  and_ light - nin'  and  the
5. Then 1 wenl— and— . stood  up - on i
f | | ' ! . A | | .
¥ 4 [ 1 | I (Y [ I | J 1 I
. | LTI I ey 0] | | bl I
[ oY q. P Fi ® & | Lok I 1
AL O = - Y & | 1
() | + & q—& - 2 |'] r F - &
1 1 1 = 2
F4 1T | 1 I
F Ol T T i | & F | | [ |
| I | | | 1 | 1 = ™~ |
e ¢ o Thede e s 3 3 I
— — —L
* .1 a2 173 = -
5 - 5 5 5
F? [ [ &) F71
5
E Jll? J'ni r i i JI_JJ i J_J J'_J' 1|
. . . Y - ¥ [
gP L‘p J ';—)L—J' R — I"m -
sky rns dark as night; when it rains five davs and ~the
e = wen get out oy daoor, I woke up this maorn=in’ - can’t
five miles” eross the pond, then they  rowed a Dt = te boat 4 = bout
winds be = gin to Blowy, when it thun-ders  and light=nin’ and the
high_  old lone-some hll then 1 went_ and_ stood up - on a
[4) )
¥ I | — [ | 1
ral 1 | | 1
 — 1  i— |

)

= Ll

N

NI

I
I
=l

ko i 100

% el

-r-

]F

el

%
:

L EL 1N

q_
el

L EL 18

3 F? c7
e 5 ==
o e ? - o =
5 — .
sky Lurns dark  as BT there 15
¢ - weno pet outomy there's e =
Tive miles ‘cross the | packed
winds_ be - pin w there's
high__ ald lome - some then
h n | - §
W I | 1
i [ | 1
R — L

]| 18as

|

Ll

il

T

el

el

s

sl |
de |

G

YAt




- c7 c7 F7 F7
& = SO =Sy
¢ o = L . S — Rt -
when it mins__ five. . days_ and™the sky  twns  dark as nﬁ?ﬁ:
1 woke up. this_ mom-in'  ean'l_ e - ven get out  my door,_
then they rowed o lit - the boot o - bout five miles  cross the pond,
when it thun-ders aml light-nin® amd  the wimls_—  be - gin (o by, —
then 1 wenl_— and . stood up - on a high_  old  lone-some hilli
[4) - - ¢ .
" [ | 1 | i
Fal 1 I I | I
[ | | 5 ‘ Tt  m— |
A\ | b o be I I
vTe — F = |l= === 2 F F 'F ?: -
4 — T f T T .—[r- f T ]
y Co— - I I I 1 I

| NAN

:

21 c7 CT
- ! 51‘ E —— . - S PE T 1
there 5 trou = hle tak = ing place
there's e = nongh_ trouble o ke a poor il
1 packed all my clo = thes throwed ‘em in and
there's thow - samds  of per - ple ain't
then looked  down  on the ose where I
ﬂ - — [———
|” | - | I | W
Fal f | hd | rd
o | o ? . !
v 24— — = = = == : v v -
F % "C— T f T N L } T
F O | 1 [ | | 1 1 | L_J
Fey >
1 J L
( : el | ' ! : e —
e 1 1 L | ] L] [ | 1 | -] 1 i
fe_o = e e - |
1 -
h L S [ C
& 3 ] = — = 4
B 1 1 1 1 il
0] — » - - =+
in  the low linds _ at  mighr— e —
won - der  where  she  wan = [iES I8
they rowed e, a - long
ot (iTs] place___ [ B
wsed Lix live,
Cyg  Fo .-'\.b'.".fpﬂ G7 ABO13) GTI13)
fi s PV | |  — |
o 1 | 1 | | i i I
F 4l 1 | 1 | | 15y L 1 &
733 T e s A
I
M T 1 1 |
r 0 L 0
o~ 1 ] L]
1 | j

=

—
e



